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You will open a fuel desulfurization workshop that is being jointly sponsored by the 
China Vehicle Emissions Control Center (a research arm of MEP) and the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP).  UNEP has received funding from an EPA grant for 
this workshop.  You will also visit the Beijing air monitoring center, administered by  
Beijing’s provincial environment agency, to highlight their monitoring and reporting 
efforts to improve air quality. 
 
The powerful National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) is the ministry in 
China with the primary authority for addressing climate change.  A planned visit Vice 
Chairman Xia will help establish EPA’s position as the primary U.S. authority leading 
domestic climate actions in the United States with NDRC.  It will also advance EPA’s 
contribution to the U.S.- China Climate Working Group under the Strategic and 
Economic Dialogue (S&ED). 
 
Your major address to the Chinese public will be done at Tsinghua University via a 
speech to their School of Environment Community.  Here you will deliver a major speech 
with climate change as the primary topic.  Foreign press will be invited to cover the 
speech, a major part of the public engagement/press strategy for your visit.  Your speech 
will be taped for follow-up events at other U.S. Consulate events through China.  A 
planned accompanying op-ed and other interview and press opportunities will 
complement the public engagement strategy. 
 

 
 

 

 
Key Theme and Messages 

• The EPA relationship with China spans 30+ years and partnership is stronger than 
ever. 
 

• EPA will continue to collaborate with our colleagues at the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection to build capacity and face common challenges. 
 

• The U.S. and China are economic competitors and partners in finding solutions 
for environmental challenges.  The world depends on us and looks to us for 
leadership and solutions. 
 

• A changing climate doesn’t recognize borders. 
 

• Access to environmental data and transparency is a vital tool in environmental 
protection and has led to positive policy changes for monitoring air quality, 
enforcing laws, and fighting pollution in Beijing.  
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